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The Crown 
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The Eagle 

Pubs of Great Hockham circa 1900 
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Records tell us that following the Black Death in 1348 the number of recorded 
brewers declined in most towns and villages, but Hockham somehow bucked that 
trend.  In fact the number of brewers in Hockham actually increased with ale 
being brewed and consumed inside proper ale-houses rather than being sold and 
consumed outside the brewers house.  The people running these establishments 
were known as victuallers and were subjected to regular inspections and fined if 
things were not in order.  It was an early form of good old fashioned consumer 
protection. 

In 1367 records show that fines were imposed on four Hockham brewers because 
they sold ale inside their establishments, giving substance to the fact that 
Hockham appears to be one of the earliest recorded rural examples of the 
development of the ‘Public House’. 

The style of trade that pubs were targeting could usually be understood from the 
name.  Beer Houses were basic and supplied relatively cheap beer for the 
workers as the water was not always clean to drink, Taverns usually provided food 
and drink, whereas Inns could also provide accommodation. 

Home brewing continued through the centuries, until following the industrial 
revolution and specifically the steam engine, large brewers began to appear and it 
became more cost effective to buy pre-barreled beer in.  This in turn brought the 
purchase of pubs as tied houses, establishments owned by the breweries and 
managed to sell that specific brewery’s products. 

By the mid to late 1800’s the selling of beer, wines and spirits had a much firmer 
legislative structure and licensing had been introduced to give a much higher 
degree of control. 

By 1900 Great Hockham had four licensed pubs, all tied houses: 

The oldest was The Lion that still stands as a private dwelling on the north east 
edge of the Village Green.  It was originally named the White Horse but changed 
its name sometime in the late 1700's to the Lion and then later to the Red Lion. 

It was a coaching inn, so would have had rooms 
for people to stay the night. 

The Lion also had a quoits alley and a number of 
good darts teams and was originally thatched, the 
thatch was replaced with a tiled roof in the early 
1900’s. 

It was owned by the Hockham Estate until it was 
sold at auction in the 1930’s when it was bought 
by Youngs, Crawshay & Youngs and run as a tied 
house until it closed as a pub in 1971.



 

 

 

On Shropham Road was The Crown Inn, again a private 
dwelling today. This was the only pub in the village with a 
cellar (reputed to flood occasionally) and it closed in the 
1930’s. 

In later years the building was also the village dairy.  In its 
days as a pub it was a tied house for Arnolds and then 
Lacons (who took Arnolds over), the Lacons family having 
Village connections as they bought the Hockham Estate in 
the 1930’s. 

The Unicorn was next to the post office, general store and bakery.  This was a 
beer house selling beers by the jug for the villagers working in the fields (the 
local water was not too clean and so beer was safer to drink).  The Unicorn was 
another Lacons pub.  As with many pubs it’s licensees diversified, it was both a 
pub and a butchers shop. 

After it closed in the early 1900’s the Unicorn building was converted into a shop 
selling and repairing bicycles and it then developed into a garage, which ran for 
many years. 

The Eagle, the only remaining pub in Hockham today, was built in the 1800’s and 
is recorded as being in business in the 1840’s.  The building’s design bears a 
close resemblance to some of the railway taverns built in Breckland, in fact the 
railway actually opened in this area in 1869.  It was officially licensed in 
September 1865, so has been a licensed premises for exactly 150 years.  It was 
originally called The Eagle Tavern, so may have supplied both food and drink. 

Records show that in 1854 it had a forge, a hop drying house 
and brew house.  The Lemmon family were Blacksmiths and 
Wheelwrights, with both journeymen and apprentices. 

The Lemmon’s probably ran the pub as a complimentary 
business but it was obviously successful as Steward and 
Patteson (S&P) purchased the business in 1894 and 
installed William West as the landlord. 

In 1896 S&P carried out significant rebuilding and the 
business continued as a pub together with the smithy and 
wheelwright business. 

In 1905 William Wyatt took over as landlord, and in 1908 Steward and Patteson 
purchased the stables and yard next to the pub which continued to be a smithy 
and wheelwrights until at least the 1930’s. 
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S&P were taken over by Watney Mann in 1967 and in 1976 
they changed their name in East Anglia to The Norwich 
Brewery Company. 

The Eagle was run by a succession of tenants, until it was 
sold in 1996 to Martin March and became a Free House 
after over 100 years of being tied to breweries.  In 1999 it 

was purchased by Paul Martire who after 3 years sold it to Conquest Inns, 10 
months later they were taken over by Punch Taverns.  It was returned to a Free 
House when it was bought by Aaron Gubb in 2013. 

Wall Picture Index 

 

 

1. This is the earliest 
known photograph of The 
Eagle taken in 1897. 

The gentleman standing in 
front of the stables is 
probably William West, 
licensee (Blacksmith & 
Wheelwright) from 1894 until 
1904. 

The stable area was always 
affectionately known as The 
Travis. 

2. Taken in 1904, this 
picture has the Post Office 
on the far left (with the 
telegraph pole outside), the 
Bakery next door (the white 
building), then the Village 
Stores. 

Immediately next to the 
Village Stores is The 
Unicorn (with its own pub 
sign) and then finally The 
Eagle with its stables at the 
far end. 
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3. This is an early picture 
of The Eagle believed to be 
from 1911, celebrating the 
Coronation of King George 
V. 

The Unicorn has closed as a 
pub and its pub sign (see 
picture 2.) has been taken 
down. 

5. 1920’s... the Village 
Post Office (with the car 
parked outside), the Bakery 
to the right, the Village 
Stores, the Unicorn (which is 
now a garage) with a petrol 
pump outside and The 
Eagle Public House. 

The grass in the foreground 
is the start of the village 
green. 

4. 1911, The Eagle with 
the stables clearly visible on 
the left. 

The gentleman standing in 
the pub doorway is its 
landlord Emil Kraushaar and 
the occasion is the 
Coronation of King George 
V. 

Note the new doorway on 
the right hand side of the 
pub, not there in the 1897 
picture! 
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6. Taken in the 1930's, 
Mrs Bush is standing 
outside The Eagle, her 
husband Ernest James 
Bush was the landlord from 
1929 – 1937. 

The door on the right hand 
side is still there. 

Ernest was the brother of 
Christopher Bush the 
famous Hockham novelist, 
who wrote over 80 detective 
books. 

7. The Eagle in 1944 on 
delivery day. 

The Unicorn Garage next to 
the Village Stores now has a 
flat roof and two petrol 
pumps. 

The large barn in the 
background was called 
Home Farm Barn which was 
next to the village wood yard 
and was a useful village 
meeting place. 

8. 1950’s... the Village 
Stores with Mrs Ellis in the 
doorway, the Unicorn 
Garage next door with Mr 
Stannard outside on the 
tractor who helped to run the 
Unicorn Garage. 

Home Farm Barn was now 
part of Geoff Nurse’s 
massive duck farming 
enterprise, processing 
Hockham ducks which were 
sold all over the UK. 
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9. The 1950’s... looking 
down the Harling Road with 
the old Village School on the 
left, then The Eagle sporting 
a plain hanging sign on the 
corner. 

Note the side door of The 
Eagle has gone. 

This scene has not changed 
much in the last 60 years! 

10. The 1950’s... the Village 
Stores, the Unicorn Garage 
next door and The Eagle, 
now with a decorated 
swinging sign, with the old 
Village School opposite. 

11. The earliest known 
photograph of The Crown 
taken in 1904 with a group 
of regulars all in their ‘best’ 
ready for a day trip out.  

The Crown boasted an 
underground cellar, where it 
is reputed the barrels used 
to float whenever the cellar 
flooded! 
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13. Great Hockham’s 
oldest pub The Lion, 
subsequently renamed 
The Red Lion. 

In the 1700’s it was called 
the White Horse and had 
a smallholding of several 
acres with stables and 
outbuildings on the 
Shropham Road and a 
barn that fronted the 
green (now a private 
house). 

This picture was taken in 
1971, the year that it 
closed. 

12. The only know n 
photograph of The 
Unicorn taken in 1907, 
sandwiched between the 
Village Shop and The 
Eagle (standing where 
The Eagle car park is 
today). 

It was fitted with a flat roof 
sometime after the 1920’s 
and finally demolished in 
the 1980’s. 
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OPENING HOURS 

MONDAY-THURSDAY 12:00am  -   2:30pm  FRIDAY-SATURDAY 12:00am  - 12:00pm 

      6:00pm  - 11:00pm  SUNDAY   12:00am  - 10:30pm 

Harling Road,  Great Hockham 

Norfolk,  IP24 1NP 
      

01953 498893 www.hockhameagle.com 

A Traditional Village Pub,  

Families and Well Behaved Dogs  

always welcome 

Licensed Since 1865 

FREE HOUSE 
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Steward & Patteson, Pockthorpe Brewery, Barrack Street, Norwich - 1974 


